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ATSC 3.0 PATENT LICENSING 

SUMMARY 
 

Licensing of ATSC 3.0-related patents can be accomplished by executing direct agreements 

between patent owners (licensors) and manufacturers (licensees) that seek to include the ATSC 3.0 

functionality in end-user devices. Alternatively, common licensing platforms/pools have been 

formed by multiple ATSC 3.0 patent owners to provide an efficient way to license Standard 

Essential Patents to manufacturers. 

 

Two ATSC 3.0-specific platforms/pools have been established:  Via Licensing Alliance (Via LA) 

and Avanci Broadcast. The terms and conditions for each are reflected on its respective website: 

Via Licensing Alliance - https://www.via-la.com/licensing-2/atsc-3-0/ 

Avanci Broadcast - https://www.avanci.com/broadcast/ 

 

Summary - Per Unit Rates 

[Check with Pool/Platform Administrators for Specifics] 

 

Pool-Platform % of SEPs TV Auto Mobile Phone 

Avanci Broadcast 80% (≈ 900 SEPs) $3.00* $1.00 $0.50 

Via Licensing Alliance 8% (≈ 90 SEPs) $0.30 $0.30 $0.30 

*Within 6 months of shipping first ATSC 3.0 product - $2.75 through 2028; more than 6 months 

after shipping first ATSC 3.0 product - $3.00 through 2028. The royalty fee is waived through 

12/31/25 for the first 75,000 units of set top boxes and dongles for licensees that sign agreements 

before February 28, 2024, or within 6 months from its first sale of ATSC 3.0 set-top Boxes or 

dongles. 

 

FAQs 

 

WHAT ARE PATENT POOLS/PLATFORMS? 

Patent Pools or Licensing Platforms streamline the process of licensing standard-essential patents 

for ATSC 3.0 (also known as NextGen TV) technologies. They bring together patent licensors and 

manufacturers of ATSC 3.0 products (such as TVs and set-top boxes) to license these essential 

technologies under a single license at fair, fixed rates.  

WHY CREATE A LICENSING PLATFORM JUST FOR THE ATSC 3.0 STANDARD? 

The next generation of over-the-air broadcast technologies is enabling new products and thereby 

creating opportunities for manufacturers. Given the complexities of the patent licensing process, 

it can be difficult for manufacturers to know what patents are needed and how to license them. 

Patent pools/platforms simplify the process of implementing a new broadcast standard. They 

essentially act as one-stop platforms offering manufacturers a license to the patented essential 

ATSC 3.0 technologies needed for their products from multiple licensors under a single agreement, 

at transparent, fair rates, without the need for time-consuming individual negotiations with many 

different patent owners. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I HAVE ATSC 3.0-ENABLED PRODUCTS TO BRING TO THE MARKET? 

Taking a license from a pool/platform is essential if you want to make your patented broadcast 

technology available to product buyers. The pools/platforms connect patent owners and 
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manufacturers, without the need for complex negotiations—speeding up the process of securing 

technology rights for new products while ensuring that patent owners receive a fair return on their 

R&D investment.  

WHAT IS A STANDARD-ESSENTIAL PATENT? 

New generations of broadcast technologies are driven by standardization. These standards make it 

possible for products to receive ATSC 3.0 signals, regardless of the receiver manufacturer or the 

broadcasting station. 

Standards are developed when technology experts at various companies are willing to share their 

new inventions with the entire industry in an open manner. In order to recoup the R&D investment 

in creating these inventions, these ideas are often patented in order to establish ownership by the 

individual or company that had the idea in the first place. The new ideas are then voted on by 

industry experts and the very best rise to the top, ultimately becoming part of a new standard. 

When a patented technology must be used in order to implement a standard, it is referred to as a 

“standard-essential patent” or “SEP.”  A standard-essential patent is evaluated and granted by a 

national patent office just like any other patent.  

DOES EACH POOL/PLATFORM OFFER THE SAME PATENTS FOR LICENSING? 

Each of Avanci Broadcast and Via LA offer some, but not all patents essential to the ATSC 3.0 

standard. Avanci currently licenses the ATSC 3.0 standard-essential patents of multiple licensors, 

which collectively represent more than 80% of all declared ATSC 3.0 essential patents. Via LA 

offers approximately 8% of ATSC 3.0 standard essential patents. Some licensors are members of 

both the Avanci Broadcast and Via LA pools/platforms. Manufactures that take licenses to both 

will receive credits so that they will not be charged twice for patents common to both 

pools/platforms.  

 

WHO SHOULD OBTAIN A LICENSE? 

Manufacturers of end-user products that receive over-the-air broadcasts using the ATSC 3.0 

standard should take a license. Any entity that sells (or is contemplating to sell) software and/or 

hardware that is capable of demodulating and channel decoding an over-the-air, RF terrestrial 

broadcast signal in compliance with the ATSC 3.0 Standard and is implemented in or capable of 

being implemented in an end-user product will need a license. Note that taking a license in just 

one pool/platform does not provide licenses to the non-duplicated patents administered by the 

other.  

 

WHAT PRODUCTS ARE COVERED BY THE LICENSE?  

The license applies to any product that is capable of demodulating and channel decoding an over-

the-air, RF terrestrial broadcast signal in compliance with the ATSC 3.0 Standard. Types of 

products include digital televisions, set top boxes and dongles, mobile phones, and automotive 

vehicles that access or process ATSC 3.0 signals. Communications receive devices may include 

technology in addition to ATSC 3.0-specifc IP, such as HDMI or other ports/interfaces, specific 

video and/or audio decoders, etc., which are covered by other patents. Many major television 

manufacturers and set-top box makers offer ATSC 3.0 products today for the U.S. and South 

Korean markets. View the list of manufacturers and products at www.watchnextgentv.com. 
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WHAT VALUE DO I RECEIVE WITH A LICENSE FOR MY PRODUCT? 

The pools/platforms are licensing the essential technology that is necessary when adding ATSC 

3.0 capabilities to a new product. A license covers the entire ATSC 3.0 standard-essential patent 

portfolios owned or licensable by the licensors on that particular pool/platform, plus the ATSC 

3.0 standard-essential patents of new licensors that join each in the future. Depending on the 

functionality of your product, you may also need to obtain licenses that cover other elements of 

the product. 

 

WHAT GEOGRAPHIES DOES THE LICENSE COVER? 

The license for each pool/platforms covers products sold in different regions where ATSC 3.0 is 

currently being implemented. Both Avanci Broadcast and Via LA licenses cover products sold in 

the United States and South Korea. Check with each to determine which other countries are 

covered.    

 

ARE POOL/PLATFORM LICENSES OFFERED ON FRAND TERMS? 

Yes. Both Avanci Broadcast and Via LA share a commitment with the broadcast ecosystem to 

make the latest technology available in a way that is fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory 

(FRAND). This well-established industry principle ensures that those using the technology in their 

ATSC 3.0 products have access at consistent and transparent terms, and those creating the 

technology receive a fair return on their investment.  

WILL I AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A LICENSE TO NEW PATENTS ADDED TO THE PLATFORM? 

Yes. Your license from both Avanci Broadcast and Via LA will automatically include both new 

additions to their portfolios and new additions to the ranks of their respective licensors, for the 

duration of your license agreement. 

WHAT ARE THE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF THE ATSC 3.0 PROGRAM?  

Licensees must report the sales of licensed products on a semi-annual basis, using a secure website. 

The specific information required in the semi-annual reports is simply the product designation 

(name and/or model number) and the number of units of each product sold in the reporting period. 
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